






Guiding Sustainable Design Principles

Where do we start with our
packaging design?

I have no idea what design
principles to follow…















Global Packaging Design for Recycling Guide

• Increase recyclability and recycling rate of packaging

• Create a common understanding of Circular Packaging 

Design

• Provide a practical design tool - easy to use and 

understand  

• International harmonisation of design standards  

• Stimulate global education and training in Circular 

Packaging Design



How to Use the Guide



Colour coding

Easy to Use & Understand

Main Criteria

Traffic Light System



Material-Specific recommendations



Material-Specific recommendations



Material-Specific recommendations



Recommendations per packaging type





Waste Stream Mapping Tools – 32 countries



Waste Stream Mapping Tools – 32 countries





Circular Economy for Packaging

To create a circular economy for packaging we need to:
• Design out waste at the start
• Harmonise packaging design standards
• Ensure all packaging is recycle ready
• Eliminate Chemicals of Concern
• Reduce virgin materials as much as possible
• Eliminate problematic materials
• Re-use materials for as long as possible

The objective is to keep all packaging out of landfill, the waterways and 
the environment and to ensure that we stay within our planetary 
boundaries.



Nerida Kelton FAIP
Vice President 
Sustainability & Save Food Portfolio
World Packaging Organisation (WPO)

nerida@worldpackaging.org
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